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Kraemer Copyright Conference 2017 
Barbara Waxer           bwaxer1@comcast.net

Applied Skills in 
Finding and Using Free 
Media Resources

View from the bleachers

Photo: Hank Walker//Time Life Pictures/Getty Images
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by adactio

▫ If I can right-click it, it’s mine

▫ I am an instructional designer, 
educator, student, or artist

▫ I’ll remove it if I get caught

▫ I’ll give credit

▫ I’ll alter it more than X%

▫ There’s no copyright symbol ©

▫ If I don’t profit from the use, 
I don’t need no permission

▫ No one will come after little ol’ 
me

M Y T H S
I CAN USE IT BECAUSE
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The Cost of 
Copyright Confusion with apologies to Renee Hobbs

Icons by http://dryicons.com

Can I use this photo?
music?
video?

article?
code?
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Better check the terms of use

Terms of
use

Upper Hell
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Copyright
One purpose

Promote 
Culture

Offer a limited 
monopoly 
(incentive)

Then dissolve 
the monopoly



Kraemer Copyright Conference  2017

© 2017 Barbara M. Waxer 6

The law both 
promotes and 

limits use

Users
outpace 

technology

Technology 
outpaces 
the law 

Photo Library of Congress http : / /hd l . loc .gov/ loc .pnp/cph.3b49039

Technology allows exact 
copying

Technological and legal 
solutions problematic

RELATIONSHIP IS 
COMPLICATED

Technology and The Law

D
M

C
A

Designed to 
circumvent 

digital copying

Not to censor 
speech

Contract 
Language

Criticism 

Rights holders must 
consider fair use 

when sending take 
down notices
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ZOMBIE BAIT
Don’t worry

You’ll probably be OK 

©
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Where are they??
Public Domain 

Works

Flexible Copyright 
Licenses

Affordable? 
Diverse? Stock Photos

Mission critical?   Get Permission

Finding Media Options

Public Domain 

• Library of Congress 
– loc.gov

• New York Public 
Library 
– Public Domain Collections 

• Federal Agencies 
– NOAA, Fish & Wildlife, 

Nat’l Park Servs, DOE

• The Commons 
– flickr.com/commons

Courtesy Genny Anderson SBCC.edu
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The Past is Panoramic
1. Navigate to www.loc.gov, then type 

Panoramic Photographs in the SearchLoc.gov
text box

2. Click Panoramic Photographs in search 
results

3. Type your home town or state in the 
SearchLoc.gov text box
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CC License You Can You Must
Commercial 

Use

Distribute

Remix

Tweak

Build Upon

Give credit to 
owner

Distribute

Remix

Tweak

Build Upon

Give credit to 
owner

License new 
work under the 
same terms

Distribute Give credit to 
owner

Not modify 
the work

Attribution

CC  BY

Attribution ‐
ShareAlike

CC   BY‐SA

Attribution ‐
N0Derivs

CC   BY‐ND

CC License You Can You Must
Commercial 

Use

Distribute

Remix

Tweak

Build Upon

Give credit to 
owner

Distribute

Remix

Tweak

Build Upon

Give credit to 
owner

License new 
work under the 
same terms

Distribute Give credit to
owner

Not modify the 
work

Attribution  ‐
NonCommercial

CC   BY‐NC

Attribution ‐
NonCommercial ‐
ShareAlike

CC   BY‐NC‐SA

Attribution ‐
NonCommercial ‐
NoDerivs

CC   BY‐NC‐ND
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At any step in the 
development process

1

2

3

4
5

Something 
Magical 

Training ‐ Fabulous text

Awesome and succinct, just like you.

Training ‐ Next Use 1

Training ‐ Next Use 2
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We       CC0

Author dedicates work 
to the public domain

BUT, that only covers 
copyright of image
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www.flickr.com/creativecommons

https://jopwellcollection.jopwell.com/thejopwellcollection/
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Not all APIs 
are created equal
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What about CC search APIs? 
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Flickr CC Attribution Tools

imagecodr.org

Website or 
browser 
add-on

Checks 
photos and 

video

openattribute.com

Browser 
add-on only

Does not 
check video

 Generates attribution HTML or plain text 
• Creative Commons and The Commons

Reverse Image Search

.com
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Photos CC & Similar

Most no attribution required
•Freeimages.com
•Morguefile.com
•Pixabay.com

Video & Film

•Videos.pexels.com   openflix.com

•Openfootage.net
•Vidsplay.com

Music& Sound

•dig.ccmixter.org
•fma.org (Free Music Archive)
•freesound.org

Public Domain 
Treats – CC0

•Unsplash.com
•Freerangestock.com
•Pexels.com
•Freeimages.red
•Littlevisuals.com
•Negativespace.co
•Visualhunt.com
•Magdeleine.co
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Use my massive curated collection

www.barbarawaxer.com

Courtesy Anson Stevens‐Bollen


